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The entire two days of the October physical meeting of TMAC was spent in group 
deliberations to approve wording of recommendations for both the Annual Report 
and the Future Conditions Report, with additional effort spent on correcting 
supporting text in both documents and the related Executive Summaries.  Over the 
past month we have been editing and reviewing all of these materials on line 
through a SharePoint site set up by FEMA for our use, although none of the actual 
recommendations could be reviewed this way, due to rules of the Federal Advisory 
Commission Act (FACA).  
 
The imposition of FACA on the operations of this iteration of TMAC has created a 
considerable burden in several ways that the first TMAC did not have to deal with 
because the Act did not come into existence until several years after that group 
completed its Congressionally-limited five year appointment. FACA requires that the 
time, location, and agenda of all meetings be advertised in the Federal Register six 
weeks before each meeting (whether physical or by conference call), and that no 
discussion of recommendations be conducted verbally or in writing (email) except 
in those publicly advertised and publicly open meetings.  Therefore any discussion 
has had to be outlined in broad terms without details as “proposed 
recommendations” and only during officially announced meetings could any 
substantive discussion be carried out. This obviously delays meaningful dialogue 
beyond the background material and generalized topics to be included in our 
reports. 
 
The second aspect of FACA that has been difficult to handle is the time involvement 
limitation placed on those members of TMAC not representing a government 
agency, as FACA seeks to prevent any improper “influence on the agency” (those 
representing various governmental entities at local, state, or federal level are not 
limited although my view – shared by some others - is that many governmental 
entities have a more vested interest in the outcome of our reports than any 
individual private sector members do). There are several of us in this situation, 
consigned to time keeping so that we do not accrue more than 60 days of one hour 
or more involvement in TMAC activities within any 365 day rolling time frame.  
With six physical meetings of two full days each and several day-long conference 
calls, my remaining time has been limited to numerous days of less than 60 minutes 
so that the balance of my allowable time could be amassed in marathon days to 
complete the necessary writing and review, to maximize my ability to make a 
meaningful contribution to TMAC.  The repercussions of exceeding the 60 days per 
365 days is being banned from any activities intended to “influence” FEMA 
(including submitting applications for Letters of Map Change and work on flood 
studies), which is considered criminal activity.   
 



Despite the FACA limitations and the adjustments of this large group learning to 
work together, our two reports were to have been completed and issued one year 
from the date of the first meeting of TMAC, meaning it should have been completed 
by October 1, 2015.  While the recommendations are now ready to go, the 
supporting text is still going through edits and fact checking.  While we were finally 
granted an extension to October 31 for the Future Conditions Report and the Annual 
Report, the documents that will be issued at by the end of the last week of October 
will be called interim reports, containing the required recommendations addressing 
Congress’ mandates, the required summary of activities and meetings, and the 
required list of research activities.  This will be supported by the actual final reports 
are still under review, and therefore we will be required to have yet another 
meeting in December so we can vote on final approval of those documents in view of 
the public. We are not permitted to undertake such activities except in public 
meetings. 
 
This, of course, also means that we are delayed in beginning our work on the second 
Annual Report, although I am hoping that we will be more efficient in creating that 
single report and thereby not usurp quite so much of my time.  However, Congress 
has also mandated that TMAC review a report by FEMA on its mapping processes 
and respond with recommendations, so 2015-2016 could end up being another 
exhausting race to completion.  
 
When the two 2015 interim reports are available for public access, I will be 
forwarding links to them to NSPS. 
 
  


